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Amazing Elephants
“Elephants never forget.”

Have you heard this saying? Really, elephants probably forget lots of 
things. But they do seem to have long memories. 

For example, when an elephant dies, other elephants bury the body. 
They use dirt and sticks to cover it. Then they come back to visit the bones 
for years. 

Here’s another example of elephant memory.
Jenny and Shirley were two elephants that had worked together at a 

circus. Then they were apart for more than twenty years. But when they 
both ended up at a home for retired elephants in Tennessee, they got 
excited. Jenny reached out to Shirley with her trunk. The two elephants 
seemed to know each other. Jenny and Shirley remembered each other. 
And once they were together again, they wanted to stay that way. They 
hardly ever spent time apart. 

Many elephants seem to form close friendships. Sometimes these 
friendships are unusual. Tarra is another elephant at the Tennessee home. 
Her best buddy was a dog named Bella.

Tarra and Bella explored the woods. They played in fields and splashed 
in ponds. They ran through the snow in the winter, and enjoyed the warm 
sun in the summer. Tarra’s big gray body is over 8 feet tall. She weighs 
almost 9,000 pounds. Bella was a small yellow dog with big brown eyes. 
Bella and Tarra didn’t seem to care that 
they were so different. They just liked 
being together.

Elephants have also reached and 
helped animals. For example, a group 
of elephants in South Africa came 
to the rescue of antelopes. People 
had captured the antelopes and 
locked them up in a fenced-in 
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area. Eleven elephants quietly circled the fence. Then the elephants’ female 
leader walked up to the gate. She unlocked the metal latches with her trunk 
and swung the gate open. After the antelopes escaped into the night, the 
elephants left, too. They didn’t even stay to snack on the antelopes’ food.

But elephants aren’t always friendly or helpful. Sometimes they charge 
into villages. They can wreck homes. They have hurt and killed people. 
Elephants are huge. And they can run as fast as 30 miles per hour. You 
don’t want to be in an angry elephant’s way. 

But why are they angry? Why are they attacking people?
Some people call this the Human-Elephant Conflict, or HEC. About 

500 people die in elephant attacks each year. But the HEC isn’t one-sided. 
People kill about 1,000 elephants every year. Humans are adult elephants’ 
only natural predators. People kill elephants for their ivory tusks, to protect 
homes and crops, and out of fear. 

It hasn’t always been this way. Elephants have been helpers to people 
for years. So what changed? 

Some elephant experts think it’s a space problem. Elephants used to live 
in places with few people. But now elephants and many people are sharing 
space. Maybe elephants need more room. They could be trying to protect 
their homes. 

Experts also have another idea. Elephant tusks are very valuable. 
Hunters have killed many adult elephants for their tusks. This can leave 
elephant babies without mothers to teach them how to behave. Without 
guides, some young elephants form teenage mobs. They get into trouble. 
Groups of young males roam around the countryside. They attack cars and 
trample crops. They charge at people and animals with their heavy hooves 
and sharp tusks. 

But wildlife workers figured something out. They sent some of these 
troublemakers to live with older elephants. The older elephants didn’t put 
up with tantrums from the younger elephants. They taught them how to 
act. Soon, the young elephants’ behavior improved. Maybe even elephants 
need someone to teach them good manners.




